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Dear Friends,

In a year marked by uncertainty and rapid change, our commitment to habitat restoration, place-based
environmental education, and community resilience felt more essential than ever. With the steadfast support
of our Board of Directors, staff, and partners, the Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council continued to
make meaningful progress toward our mission of working with communities toward a healthy Middle Fork
Willamette watershed. 
 
Among the highlights of 2025 was the successful finalization of a large grant agreement with NOAA,
collaboratively written with partners to collectively advance floodplain restoration across the Upper
Willamette watersheds. The award reflects years of partnership, planning, and shared visioning. We also
expanded capacity and developed new sustainable funding strategies for the Lane County Salmon Watch
Program, ensuring more students can return to local rivers on an annual basis to experience the program’s
hands-on approach to learning. Across the basin, our team balanced multiple riparian habitat projects
focused on invasive weed control and native planting, while continuing planning and design work for two
stage-based floodplain restoration efforts that will shape river restoration for years to come. 
 
I remain deeply grateful to our staff, Board, volunteers, and community partners whose dedication makes
this work possible. Together, we are not only caring for the watershed today, but also building resilience and
connection that will sustain our communities into the future. 

Dov Weinman,
Executive Director

2025 was a year of significant growth for the Restoration Program, with nine projects underway across the
Middle Fork Willamette watershed. Highlights included a collaborative partnership with The Freshwater
Trust focused on riparian reforestation at Jasper State Recreation Site, and oak habitat enhancement at
Lost Valley Education Center. Across all projects the MFWWC removed 39 acres of invasive plant species,
spread 58 pounds of native seed, and planted 7,380 native plants, resulting in a cumulative 34 acres of
restored riparian and upland habitat. Our team also advanced designs for large scale Middle Fork
Willamette floodplain restoration projects at Elijah Bristow State Park and above Hills Creek Reservoir
near the USFS Sand Prairie campground. The Sand Prairie Floodplain Restoration design process began in
partnership with the USFS Middle Fork Ranger District and Enterprise teams. At Elijah Bristow State Park,
collaboration with Oregon Parks and Recreation Department and Wolf Water Resources brought the
project to 60% design iterations, with implementation anticipated in 2027. 

In 2025, the Regional Education Program deepened students’ connections to local landscapes through
hands-on learning and stewardship. Partners from agencies and nonprofits led restoration site field trips
focused on floodplain health and clean water. Staff also convened partners from the University of Oregon,
utility districts, and fire practitioners to expand learning opportunities around stormwater infrastructure
and fire ecology. Program highlights include students planting over 500 native trees and shrubs,
formalizing the Oakridge HS WATERS Program, identifying new professional development sites in Cottage
Grove, and creating a new field program with Eugene 4J that builds on the fall Salmon Watch experience.
Collaboration with Forests Today & Forever, Grove and Pleasant Hill ODS, Lane Education Service District,
WREN, and the 4J NATIVES program helped foster student curiosity and understanding of the region’s
diverse habitats and species. Through art, journaling, and storytelling, students reflected that field
experiences strengthened their sense of belonging, reduced stress, and deepened peer connections. 

101 total field trips

2032 total students

35 schools

10 school districts

40 volunteers 

468 total volunteer hours

2025 By the Numbers
646 acres of active planning and implementation

project area

7,380 native plants put in the ground

58 pounds of native seed spread

42 students engaged in stewardship

34 acres restored, 39 acres of invasives removed



F u n d e r s  &  G r a n t o r s
Athletic Brewing Co. 
Autzen Family Foundation 
Bonneville Power Administration 
City of Lowell 
Chambers Family Foundation 
Crown Family Philanthropies 
Environmental Protection
Agency 
The Freshwater Trust 
Gray Family Foundation 
Grove Christian Camp 
Kesey Farm Project 
McKenzie Flyfishers 
McKenzie Masters Foundation 
McKenzie Watershed Alliance

Natural Resources Conservation
Service 
OR Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board 
Philanthropy Northwest 
Pleasant Hill School District
The Reser Family Foundation 
River Network 
Sierra Pacific Foundation 
Springfield Utility Board 
Upper Willamette SWCD
US Forest Service 
Willamalane Park & Recreation
District 
9Wood 

D o n o r s C o r p o r a t e  D o n o r s
Adam Walsh 
Alisha Moore 
Amy Stang 
Andrew Sheridan & Gracie Lynne 
Austin Jeffery Larson 
Barbara Hazen 
Beth Krisko 
Bill & Debra Weinman 
Bill Clingman 
Carrie Patterson 
Cathy Trimble 
Chandra LeGue 
Christian Beck
Douglas Garletts 
Emily Levy 
Erik Vessey 
Ian Appow 
Jake Harder 
Janet Clay 
Jason and Kelly Bosch 
Jennifer Fox 
Jesse Jones 
Jo Niehaus 
Joanne Karlton
Justin Overdevest 
Karen Sarno 

Café Mam 
Caddis Fly Guide Service, LLC 
Cascade Family Flyfishers 
Cutchen Consulting &
Communications, LLC 
Fall Creek Farm & Nursery, Inc 
Forrest Paint Co. 

Giustina Land & Timber Co 
Kroger (Fred Meyer) 
Lane Forest Products 
Oakshire Brewing Co. 
Oregon Blue Bag Program 
Weyerhaeuser 

Kate Nilan 
Kim Forrest 
Krystal Abrams 
Leon Dunham 
Madeline Cowan
Mari Baldwin 
Marianne Farrell 
Mark Weinman 
Martyne Reesman
Mary Kuhnle
Melanie Sicotte 
Michael Snowball 
Nancy Toth 
Olivia Nilsson 
Peter Szekely 
Sarah Kirby 
Sean Sharp 
Shirleymarie Raven 
Susan Andrist 
Suzanne & Bob Pritchard 
Terry Jones 
The Crown Family 
Theo Kowalczuk 
William Belknap 
Zanne Miller 
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Beyond Toxics 
Bonneville Environmental Foundation 

Bureau of Land Management 
Cascade Family Fly Fishers 

Center for Diversity & the Environment 
City of Oakridge 

City of Springfield 
City of Westfir 

Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Council 
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 

Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 
David Lewis 

Eugene Water and Electric Board 
Friends of Buford Park & Mt. Pisgah 

Forests Today & Forever 
Joe Scott 

Kesey Farm Project 
Lane County Parks 

Lane Education Service District 
Lane Regional Air Pollution Agency 

Live Oak Consulting  
Long Tom Watershed Council 
Lost Valley Education Center 

McKenzie Flyfishers 
McKenzie Masters 

McKenzie River Trust 
McKenzie Watershed Council 

Mount Pisgah Arboretum 
NAACP Lane County 

Network of Oregon Watershed Councils 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Oregon Department of Forestry 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 

Oregon State University Extension 
Rivers to Ridges Partnership 

Southern Willamette Forest Collaborative 
Springfield Utility Board 

The Freshwater Trust 
Traditional Ecological Inquiry Program 

University of Oregon 
Upper Willamette SWCD 

Upper Willamette Stewardship Network 
Urban Waters Partnership 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 

USFS Middle Fork Ranger District
Water Energy Learning Lab (WELL) Project 

Weyerhaeuser Company 
Willamalane Park and Recreation District 

Willamette Riverkeeper      
Wolf Water Resources 

Willamette Resources & Educational Network 
Xerces Society
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