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MIDDLE F OR K WILL AMET T E WAT ER SHED 
COUNCIL ANNUAL R EPOR T 2015 
 
2015 was a big year for the Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council!  The 
organization experienced significant change in leadership, but thanks to 
thoughtful succession planning, as well as board, staff, and partner dedication 
and engagement, the transition was relatively seamless. The timely completion 
of a brand new 5-year strategic plan helped guide this transition by outlining 
the organization’s programs, objectives, and benchmarks through 2019. 
Transitions and planning don’t put programs on hold, however. In the midst 
of change, the organization still successfully delivered the following program 
accomplishments in 2015:

RESTORATION
  •62 acres of active riparian restoration in the Lost Creek basin; 
  •Restored fish passage to over 2 miles of spawning and rearing
    habitat in the Lost Creek basin;
  •Treated Japanese knotweed at over 3 stream miles in the Lost 
    Creek basin;
  •Monitored restoration effectiveness through the collection of    
    physical and biological data across 10 stream miles in the Lost   
    Creek basin; and
  •Monitored restoration effectiveness through the collection of 
    physical and biological data across 7 stream miles in the Little Fall 
    Creek basin.

YOUTH EDUCATION 
  •405 individual students reached;
  •46 Watershed Rangers classroom lessons;
  •44 Watershed Rangers field trips (60% with a service learning
    component);
  •820 youth volunteer service hours generated (between 
    restoration plantings and invasive removal projects); and
  •Completion of the Watershed Stewards high school curriculum and
    2015/16 Watershed Rangers Teacher & Volunteer Training.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
  •2015 Annual Celebration;
  •Discover Your Watershed Series – Alpine Meadows & Tire 
   Mountain Wildflower Tour, Mt. Pisgah Family Hike & Picnic, 
   Mushrooms of the Middle Fork;
  •First-ever community pub event – Plank Town Pours for the 
   Middle Fork;
  •Participation in watershed-wide events such as McKenzie River 
   Trust’s Living River Celebration, Oakridge Tree Planting Festival,
   The Great Willamette Cleanup, Eugene screening of Freshwaters
   Illustrated’s new film UPRIVER, and Youth in Nature’s Play in the
   Rain Day; and
  •Updated and published quarterly News & Notes, and launched new 
   communication tools, including a monthly MFWWC Watershed
   News email campaign and social media. 
 
Each of these program accomplishments wouldn’t have been possible without 
the enthusiasm and dedication of our staff, partners, supporters, and funders.  
Looking ahead in 2016, we are excited to include oak and prairie habitats in 
our restoration program, expand our youth education program by offering 
Watershed Rangers to more schools and launching the Watershed Stewards high 
school curriculum, and complete a comprehensive Community Engagement 
plan that will enable more people to have meaningful connections to the 
amazing Middle Fork watershed.

Oregon State Parks AmeriCorps team in training with OPRD Ranger, 
Sean Stewart, and MFWWC Education Coordinator, Michelle         
Emmons. Photo: Chris Gilliand

Cover photo:  Salt Creek Falls, MFWWC staff archives

All hands on deck at Play in the Rain Day at the MFWWC stream 
table station. Photo: Michelle Emmons

Eagle Creek Fish Passage Project completed in September, 2015.  
Photo: Sarah Dyrdahl



FUNDER S 
BURE AU OF L AND M ANAGMEN T 
CHAMBER S FAMILY FOUNDAT ION 
MEYER MEMORIAL TRUST 
OREGON COMMUNI T Y FOUNDAT ION 
OREGON DEPT.  OF AGRICULTURE 
OREGON WAT ER ENHANCEMEN T BOARD 
SPR INGFIELD U T ILI T Y BOARD 
T HE NATURE CON SERVANC Y 
WILL AM AL ANE PARK & RECRE AT ION DI STRICT 

PAR TNER S 
AMERICORP S 
BONNEVILLE ENVIRONMEN TAL FOUNDAT ION 
CI T Y OF OAK RIDGE 
FR IENDS OF BUFORD PARK & MT.  PI SG AH 
LUNDY ELEMEN TARY SCHOOL 
MOUN TAIN VIEW AC ADEMY 
OAK R IDGE ELEMEN TARY SCHOOL 
OREGON DEPT.  OF FI SH & WILDLIFE 
OREGON STAT E PARKS 
PLE A SAN T HILL ELEMEN TARY SCHOOL 
R IVER S TO RIDGE S 
UNI T ED STAT E S FORE ST SERVICE 
US ARMY CORP S OF ENGINEER S 
W EYERHAEUSER 

DONOR S 
C A SC ADE T I TLE COMPANY 
CHUCK & SUSAN DAVI S 
DUNC AN & BROWN RE AL E STAT E ANALYST S 
CHANDR A LEGUE 
EVAN S ,  ELDER & BROWN 
GIUST INA RE SOURCE S 
HER SHNER HUN T ER AT TORNEYS 
HOLE IN T HE WALL BBQ 
HOLIDAY COIN L AUDROM AT 
IR ENE & KEVIN ALLTUCKER 
JE SSE JONE S 
L ANE FORE ST PRODUCT S 
MOUN TAIN ROSE HERBS 
OAKSHIRE BREW ERY 
PATRICIA MCDOW ELL 
PL ANK TOWN BREW ERY 
ROBERT EMMON S 
SENEC A FAMILY OF COMPANIE S 
SILVA M ANAGEMEN T COMPANY 
STANLEY FUNKHOUSER 
SUNDANCE NATUR AL FOODS 
SUN SHINE C AFE 
SUMMI T B ANK  

2015 FINANCIAL PULSE

COMMUNI T Y SUPPOR T 
The strength of a watershed council 
is a direct result of the cooperation, 
collaboration and diversity of its 
stakeholders, partners and supporters. The 
Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council 
thanks all of its General Council Members 
and Landowners as well as the following 
agencies, businesses, and individuals 
for their generous contributions to our 
programs this year. 



 ONLINE | www.mfwwc.org

BY MAIL | PO Box 27, Lowell OR 97452

IN PERSON | 38259 Wheeler Rd, Dexter OR 97431

BY PHONE | (541) 937-9800

BY FAX | (541) 746-5120

BY EMAIL | contact@mfwwc.org

FACEBOOK | Middle Fork Willamette 
Watershed Council

Working to make the Middle Fork Willamette watershed 
a better place to live, work and recreate.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 CHANDRA LEGUE|President 
Environmental Representative

KEVIN TUERS|Treasurer 
Timber Representative

BARBARA HAZEN|Secretary 
Watershed Recreation Representative 

 
CHUCK DAVIS|Member-at-Large

JULIE WHALEN| Member-at-Large

JESSE JONES|Member-at-Large

PAT BURNS|Member-at-Large

ERIK PETERSEN|Advisory 
USACE Willamette Valley Operations Mngr.

DUANE BISHOP|Advisory 
USFS Middle Fork District Ranger

KRISTINE STRUCK|Advisory 
BLM NEPA Specialist

STAFF

SARAH DYRDAHL|Executive Director 
MICHELLE EMMONS|Education & Outreach 

KAREN SARNO|Operations Manager

The staff and board also recognize former Executive Director, Eve 
Montanaro, for her significant contributions over the last 10 years,  

and to the accomplishments in this report.

M. Emmons

M.Emmons

B. Hazen

River Design Group


